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Purpose of Study
Science at Swallowfield Primary School provides the foundations for understanding the world through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. Through building up a body of key foundational knowledge and concepts, pupils are encouraged to recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a sense of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena.

Intent
At Swallowfield Primary School, our intent is to develop curious, confident and questioning scientists who are equipped with the knowledge and skills to understand the world around them. We aim to inspire excitement and wonder through practical, hands-on experiences, while developing strong scientific knowledge across biology, chemistry and physics. We prioritise scientific enquiry, encouraging children to ask meaningful questions, test ideas, analyse results and think critically. Our curriculum is designed to build progressively, enabling all pupils to develop as independent thinkers with a lifelong interest in science.

Implementation
Science is taught through a carefully sequenced curriculum that ensures clear progression of both scientific knowledge and working scientifically skills from EYFS through to Year 6. Teachers use the National Curriculum and our school progression documents to ensure coverage and depth.

Lessons include:
- Practical investigations and experiments
- Opportunities to predict, observe, measure and evaluate
- Explicit teaching and use of scientific vocabulary
- Links to real-world contexts and cross-curricular learning
- Retrieval practice to strengthen memory and understanding over time

Teaching promotes enquiry through a range of investigation types including:
- Observing over time
- Pattern seeking
- Identifying, classifying and grouping
- Comparative and fair testing
- Research using secondary sources

Teachers are supported by the Science Subject Leader through clear progression documents, high-quality subject resources, CPD and staff training, and monitoring, support and feedback.

Educational visits, visitors and enrichment opportunities are used where possible to bring learning to life and strengthen real-world understanding.

Impact
By the time pupils leave Swallowfield, they are confident, capable and curious scientists. They demonstrate secure scientific knowledge, plan and carry out fair tests, use accurate scientific vocabulary, record, interpret and evaluate results, and show resilience, curiosity and problem-solving skills.

Inclusion and SEND
At Swallowfield, all children are entitled to access a high-quality science education. Lessons are adapted where appropriate to ensure that all pupils, including those with SEND and those who are disadvantaged, can access practical learning, use resources adapted to their needs, and achieve success and confidence in science.

Assessment
Assessment in science informs next steps in teaching, identifies misconceptions, supports progression, and ensures knowledge is retained over time. This is achieved through questioning, pupil discussions, end-of-unit assessments, book evidence and teacher observation.
	



Health and Safety
All science lessons are taught with clear health and safety expectations. Risk assessments are completed when required, and pupils are taught how to handle equipment correctly, follow safety instructions and take responsibility for their own and others’ safety.

Leadership and Management
The Science Subject Leader is responsible for curriculum development, monitoring teaching and learning, staff support and CPD, resource management, and raising standards across the school.

Review
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure that it reflects national curriculum changes, school priorities and best educational practice.
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