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Intent
	(What we want to achieve)	


	
At Swallowfield Primary, our art curriculum is built on a clear and purposeful progression of skills, rooted in the National Curriculum. Our intent is to inspire creativity, build confidence, and help children develop technical ability and personal expression through visual art. We believe that every child is an artist and that art is essential not just for creativity, but for emotional development and mental well-being.
We aim to:
· Equip pupils with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent, and create their own works of art.
· Develop a critical understanding of a wide range of artists, movements, and cultural styles.
· Foster resilience and confidence through small, scaffolded steps in each child’s learning journey.
· Promote the therapeutic and expressive value of art to support emotional literacy and mental health.
· Strengthen cultural capital through purposeful exposure to a diverse range of artists from different backgrounds, time periods, and styles.
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Implementation
(How we are going to do it)

Art is taught in all year groups through a skills-based progression model, aligned with the National Curriculum. Our approach focuses on developing mastery in key areas: drawing, painting, printing, sculpture, collage, and digital media.
· Each unit begins with a focused artist study, where pupils learn about a professional artist, illustrator, or designer. These artists are deliberately chosen to represent a broad and inclusive range of cultures, genders, styles, and historical contexts, enhancing children’s understanding of the world and their place within it.
· Teachers guide pupils in breaking down and analysing the artist’s work, helping them understand techniques, themes, and composition before applying these ideas to their own creations.
· Sketchbooks travel up with pupils as they progress through school, enabling children and teachers to see growth and development over time.
· Lessons are carefully sequenced to revisit and build upon prior knowledge, with vocabulary and techniques explicitly taught and reinforced.
· Wherever possible, we immerse pupils in meaningful artistic experiences through:
· Professional visitors and workshops (e.g. local artists, illustrators)
· Whole-school art competitions and celebratory exhibitions
· Draw-along events and enrichment days
· Teachers are supported with planning resources and CPD to ensure high-quality teaching across the school.
· Art is regularly linked with other subjects—particularly history and science—to deepen cross-curricular understanding.
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Impact
(Evaluation of success)

Pupils at Swallowfield demonstrate a growing confidence in their artistic abilities, pride in their work, and resilience when experimenting with different media. Sketchbooks provide a clear narrative of each child’s journey and reflect the step-by-step progression that underpins our approach.

Children can discuss the artists they’ve studied and articulate how these influences shape their own artistic decisions.

Pupils show increasing fluency in using subject-specific vocabulary and developing their own visual style.

Artwork is celebrated across the school through vibrant displays and shared events, reinforcing a culture of creativity and achievement.

Regular opportunities to engage in art contribute positively to children’s mental well-being, giving them a safe space for self-expression and joy.

Formative assessment takes place through teacher observation, sketchbook review, pupil reflection, and peer feedback.

Our vision is that, by the time they leave Swallowfield, children will have not only met the expected outcomes of the National Curriculum, but will have developed a rich understanding of art as a global, expressive, and evolving language, equipping them with the creativity and confidence to flourish.
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