Design and Technology at Swallowfield Primary School
Intent
At Swallowfield Primary School, we believe that Design and Technology is a vital subject that empowers children to become inventive, analytical, and practical problem-solvers. Through our DT curriculum, pupils gain essential knowledge and transferable skills that prepare them for an ever-evolving world. We encourage curiosity, imagination, and purposeful creativity by engaging children in designing and making products that respond to real-life challenges and opportunities.


Implementation
[bookmark: _GoBack]DT is taught through a project-based approach, with one high-quality project per term in each year group. These projects follow a clear structure—designing, making, and evaluating—ensuring a coherent progression of skills across the key stages.

Each unit provides opportunities for hands-on exploration, critical thinking, and real-world application, often linked to learning in Maths, Science, and other foundation subjects to deepen understanding. Children document their learning journey in individual DT files, which include design criteria, annotated diagrams, photographs of practical work, and reflective evaluations.

Assessment is continuous and tracked against age-related expectations using our school’s internal system, ensuring that pupils are supported and challenged appropriately.
Impact
Our DT curriculum equips pupils at Swallowfield with:
- The ability to evaluate and improve their own products and those of others, using thoughtful critique and analysis.
- A practical skillset across a range of tools, techniques, and materials, enabling them to bring ideas to life.
- The confidence to solve problems creatively, collaborating with peers and learning from setbacks.
- A foundation for lifelong learning and possible careers in design, engineering, food technology, or the creative industries.

Ultimately, children leave Swallowfield with a sense of pride in their creations, a belief in their own ingenuity, and an appreciation of how design can impact the world around them.
