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Where does reading begin? 

At this stage of your child’s learning experiences phonics 

is the ‘tip of the iceburg’ that your children are working 

towards.

Knowledge, skills, understandings and attitudes we need 

to develop first through experiences, as well as teaching. 

Not only is it essential to children’s learning at school, 

but is also beyond that.

SO what can we do to enable them to access phonics 

teaching with success? 



Where does reading begin? 

Story telling Sharing stories

Children develop awareness of different sounds in spoken language from a very 

early age. Developing speech, language and vocabulary is an essential part of 

reading.

‘Learning to read well starts early, and good early language skills are the vital 

stepping stone. If children do not learn to speak and listen from an early age, 

along with developing their understanding of the meaning of words and stories, 

they will struggle to learn to read well when they get to primary school’ –

Literacy Trust UK

Listening/Interaction



If a child is never read to they will have heard approximately 4,662 words by the time they 

are 5 years old. 

If a child is read to 3-4 times per week, they will have heard approximately 169,525 words by 

the time they are 5 years old. 

If a child is read to 1-2 times per week, they will have heard approximately 63,570 words by 

the time they are 5 years old. 

If a child is read to daily, they will have heard approximately 296,660 words by the time they 

are 5 years old – almost 292,000 more words

If a child is read 5 books a day, they will have heard approximately 1,483,300 words by the 

time they are 5 years old – over 1,000,000 more words. 

Early Childhood Research (2019) shows:

“They are likely to pick up reading skills more quickly and easily."



Where does reading begin? 

Children need to develop a range of physical skills to 

engage effectively in learning. 

Sit still and focus

Balance and Kinesthesia

Be active



Young children need to develop the muscles in their fingers before they can hold a pencil properly in a 

tripod grip. Being able to write also uses gross motor movements from the shoulders and elbows. 





Where does reading begin? 

Thinking and talking about language.

Aware of language as an objects composed of words and 

meanings. It can be manipulated. 

Language-play Draw attention to 

language



Where does reading begin? 

Why/where/how print is used. 

Including digital print. 

Meaningful engagement with print – in different contexts

Familiar logos and 

branding

Classroom environment



Where does reading begin? 

Why/where/how print is used. 

Including digital print. 

Meaningful engagement with print – in different contexts

Gesture and language Symbolic resources in 

everyday learning



Where does reading begin? 

Hearing/naming 

everyday sounds Identifying rhymes 

orally

Oral blending

Phase 1 phonics

RWI link – Fred the 

Frog



Where does reading begin? 

Environmental sounds Instrumental sounds Body percussion Rhythm and rhyme

Alliteration Voice sounds Oral blending and segmenting



❖Spoken words are made up of different sounds. Children learn to match these 

sounds to letters. These are called ‘pure sounds’.

❖We have 26 letters, 44 sounds and 150+ ways of writing those sounds!! It is the 

most difficult language to crack!

❖The children then use this when they are reading and writing.



Set 1 and 2 sounds – taught in Reception.

Set 3 sounds – usually taught from Year 1 

onwards

Formal Phonics Screening in the Summer 

term of Year 1.

Children are split into RWI colour groups 

appropriate for their phonics level.  

Phonics is formally taught 

from Reception until Year 2. 

Children in pre-school will 

learn ‘phase 1’ early phonics 

skills and have exposure to 

phonics sessions in the 

Summer term. 



It is important that children learn to 

pronounce the sounds correctly. 

Try not to add a ‘schwa’ to the end of 

a word e.g. 

/r/ as ‘ruh’    /d/ as ‘ruh’

/t/ as ‘tuh’    /m/ as ‘muh’

/s/ as ‘suh’.   /c/ as ‘cer’ 

This makes learning to read very 

tricky as /c/a/t/

becomes cer-ah-tuh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yln

6PpV1G1I

This link is useful to support sound 

pronunciation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yln6PpV1G1I


A useful link to which sounds develop 

when in children’s speech.

‘

https://childspeechbedfordshire.nhs.uk/

wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Speech-

Sound-Development-Wheel-for-4-5yrs-

SPEECH-what-to-expect-section.pdf

https://childspeechbedfordshire.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Speech-Sound-Development-Wheel-for-4-5yrs-SPEECH-what-to-expect-section.pdf




Think about the ways you engage and model with Literacy in day-to-

day life.

‘teachable’ moments – new vocabulary, model use of language for 

thinking or appropriate language. 

Scaffolding talk – discussing, pondering, questioning, modeling, 

introducing vocabulary.

Engaging with children – think about your screen time as well as 

theirs. 



The National Literacys Trust’s Early Words Together (2015) identified 

the following ways parents can support their child’s developing language: 

• Sharing books and stories 

• Singing songs and rhymes

• Playing with other children

• Playing with letters and sounds

• Painting and drawing

• Visiting the library

• Going out on trips and exploring the environment.



Thank you for coming!

We appreciate your time and support.  

Any questions? 


