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Where does reading begin? 

Environmental sounds Instrumental sounds Body percussion Rhythm and rhyme

Alliteration Voice sounds Oral blending and segmenting



Story telling Sharing stories

Recognising familiar logos

Children develop awareness of different sounds in spoken language from a very early age. Developing speech, language and 

vocabulary is an essential part of reading.

‘Learning to read well starts early, and good early language skills are the vital stepping stone. If children do not learn to

speak and listen from an early age, along with developing their understanding of the meaning of words and stories, they 

will struggle to learn to read well when they get to primary school’ – Literacy Trust UK



If a child is never read to they will have heard approximately 4,662 words by the time they 

are 5 years old. 

If a child is read to 3-4 times per week, they will have heard approximately 169,525 words by 

the time they are 5 years old. 

If a child is read to 1-2 times per week, they will have heard approximately 63,570 words by 

the time they are 5 years old. 

If a child is read to daily, they will have heard approximately 296,660 words by the time they 

are 5 years old – almost 292,000 more words

If a child is read 5 books a day, they will have heard approximately 1,483,300 words by the 

time they are 5 years old – over 1,000,000 more words. 

Early Childhood Research (2019) shows:

“They are likely to pick up reading skills more quickly and easily."



❖Spoken words are made up of different sounds. Children learn to match these sounds to letters. These are 

called ‘pure sounds’.

❖We have 26 letters, 44 sounds and 150+ ways of writing those sounds!! It is the most difficult language 

to crack!

❖The children then use this when they are reading and writing.

❖We need to make sure our children learn these sounds quickly and that they are embedded.  The best 

way to do that is have fun learning, but also repeat, practise and repeat again and again and again!



Set 1 and 2 sounds – taught in Reception.

Set 3 sounds – usually taught from Year 1 

onwards

Formal Phonics Screening in the Summer 

term of Year 1.

Children are split into RWI colour groups 

appropriate for their phonics level.  

Phonics is taught 

from Reception until 

Year 2. 

Children in pre-

school will learn 

‘phase 1’ early phonics 

skills. 

A typical Reception lesson consists of: 

- Reading books – Partner reading 

– Alien words – Green words 

– Hold and write a sentence

As children progress through the scheme this may include:  



Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound in a word.

Grapheme: The letter or letters that represent the phoneme. m
Digraph: two letters that make the same sound. We call 

this a ‘special friend’

trigraph: three letters that make the same sound.

ay

igh

Split Digraph: two letters that make the same sound with a 

consonant in between. We call this a ‘chatty friend’ i_e



It is important that children learn to 

pronounce the sounds correctly. 

Try not to add a ‘schwa’ to the end of 

a word e.g. 

/r/ as ‘ruh’    /d/ as ‘ruh’

/t/ as ‘tuh’    /m/ as ‘muh’

/s/ as ‘suh’.   /c/ as ‘cer’ 

This makes learning to read very 

tricky as /c/a/t/

becomes cer-ah-tuh

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-

out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=2

This link is useful to support sound 

pronunciation. 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=2


Today’s sound is….



Review Sounds



Let’s Write

Children learn a rhyme with each new grapheme to help them remember the formation. These rhymes are 

available towards the end of the PowerPoint and have been shared on Seesaw.

Anti-clockwise movements and retracing parts of the letter are so important in forming them correctly. 



Fred Talk 

Initially used to help children 

hear the sounds in words. 
Then used as part of our skills 

to help build a word 

independently.



Word Time – Set 1

Build words together Build words independently 

using magnetic letters
Read green word



Children who are acquiring blending skills will bring home either a wordless book 

or books with single CVC words in.

Once your child has learnt to blend they will bring home a worded reading book 

appropriate for their phonics level. 

The books may not look very exciting but the aim of the programme is to build 

basic skills and confidence. You can read story books and library books to build 

reading for pleasure! 

Reading books will be changed once a week. 



Word Time – Set 2
Fred talk and read 

new green words
Fred in your head and speedy 

read review green words
Fred talk nonsense words



Red Words are introduced once children are blending and 

accessing the story book are of the lesson. These are words we 

cannot sound out and emphasis the tricky part.  

Once your child is in a phonics group where they are reading 

red words, they will bring home a red word book mark 

containing all of the red words they will cover in their colour 

banded group – they may not know them all right away!



Young children need to develop the muscles in their fingers before they can hold a pencil properly in a 

tripod grip. Being able to write also uses gross motor movements from the shoulders and elbows. 



❖Praise your child for ‘play writing’. 

❖Write with your child- ‘think out loud’

❖Spellings- phonetically spelt. This is ok! 

❖Encourage correct formation of letters and lowercase

❖Give your child a purpose for writing:

Send an email or letter to family

Write a shopping list

Write a birthday card

Treasure maps 

Writing labels







Read all of the time – school 

reading books, stories read 

aloud by you, non-fiction books.

ANYTHING! 

Minimize distraction

Read in a quiet space, 

limit screen time, provide 

dedicated time to home 

learning opportunities.

Use the resources d for 

lots of fun ideas to help 

your child read and 

write. 

Support your child to grip the 

pencil correctly and form letters 

correctly. This includes using lower 

case letters to write their name. 

‘Reading is a great habit. Like all 

habits, it needs repetition and 

regularity to establish itself’ 

National Literacy Trust



https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/ - A parent’s guide 

to RWI. This includes useful videos of how to teach the pure sounds, how to build words and understanding more about 

phonics. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/ - online reading books for children. Please only encourage children 

to read books appropriate for their level and sound knowledge. 

You can purchase the RWI flashcards for sound recognition and world building from amazon. Please remember that 

children may not learn all of the set 2 sounds in Reception. Set 3 sounds are usually not taught until Year 1 where new 

spellings rules are introduced. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/


Thank you for coming!

We appreciate your time and support.  

Any questions? 


