Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage

The EYFS Framework exists to support all professionals working in the EYFS to help your child, and was developed with a number of early
Yyears experts and parents.
This Year the framework has been revised to make it clearer and easier to use, with more focus on the thmgs that matter most. This new
Framework also has a greater emphasis on your role in helping your child develop.
The EYFS Statutory Framework explains how and what your child will be learning to support their healthy development.
Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of learning and
development.
Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are:

e Communication and language;

® Physical development; and

e Personal, social and emotional deve[opment.
These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development and future learning.
As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in L spe.ci.ﬁc areas. |hese are:

° LLtemcg;
Mathematics:
Understanding the world; and

° Expmsstve arts and destgn.

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The professionals teaching and supporting your child will make sure
that the activities are suited to your child’s unique needs. This is a little bit like a curriculum in primary and secondary schools, but it's
suitable for very young children, and it's dengmd to be mallg flexible so that staff can follow your- child's unique needs and interests.
Children in the EYFS learn bg p[ag'mg and expLoang, bemg active, and through creative and critical thmkmg which takes place both
indoors and outside.



Communication and Langua,ge

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning
and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the
Joundations Jor language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the
conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich
environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing,
and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build

children's [anguage effect'welg. Readmg Jcrequentlg to children, and engaging them

actLve[g in stories, non-fiction, rhgmes and poems, and then prodeLng them with
extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give
children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play,
where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and
sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comortable using a.
rich range of vocabulary and language structures.




Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to
lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development.
Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape
their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable
children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those o others. Children
should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves
smele goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what theg
want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modellmg and guLdance, theg
will learn how to look after their bodies, anlud'mg healthg eating, and mana.ge
personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they
learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These
attributes will provide a. secure platform from which children can achieve at school

and in later life.




Physical Development

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue
happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and Fine motor experiences develop incrementally
throu,ghout earlg childhood,, starting with 5ensory explomt'tons and the development of a
child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling

and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing
opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop

their core strength, sta,bLlLtg, balance, spatLa,l awareness, co-ordination and agilttg.
Gross motor skills provide the Joundation Yor developing healthy bodies and social and
emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-
ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to
explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice
of using small tools, with Feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop

proﬁcLencg, control and conﬁdence.
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L'Ltemcg

[t is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of
two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language
comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only
develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the
books (stories and non—ﬁctLon) theg read with them, and en joy rhgmes, poems and

songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy

work'mg out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar prmted words (decod'mg) and the

speedg recognition of familiar pri,nted words. Wr'Lti,ng involves transcription
(spell'mg and handerthg) and composition (arthulathg ideas and structuring

them in speech, before wri,t'mg).
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Mathematics

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the
necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count
confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to |0, the relationships

between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied
opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives,

4 inc luding small pebbles and tens frames For organising counting - children will develop
a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is
built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for

children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics

including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive

attitudes and interests in mathematics, look Yor patterns and relationships, spot
connections, have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be

afraid to make mistakes.




Understanding the World

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical
world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal
experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them — Jrom
visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as
police oY ficers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will Foster their understanding of our
cultumllg, socLaHg, technolochallg and ecolochallg diverse world. As well as bu,'leLng
important knowledge, this extends their Yamiliarity with words that support

understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will

support later readlng comprehensLon,.
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CXpressive Arts and Des'Lgn

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness suppor-ts their

imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to
engage with the arts, enabli,ng them to explore and plag with a wide range of media
and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in
is crucial Jor developing their understanding, sel f-expression, vocabulary and ability to
communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their
experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what
they hear, respond to and observe.




